February 7, 2018

MDE's intent to seek a Priority Funding Area (PFA) funding exception for
11 subdivisions in Talbot County

Background: The Bay Restoration (Septic) Fund (BRF) requires MDE to provide an opportunity
for Public Comment and/or Public Hearing in cases where there are On-site Sewage Disposall
Systems (OSDS)/septic systems are located outside the State Priority Funding Area (PFA) and
where BRF grant funding is being proposed for the public sewer connections. After addressing
the public comments, if any, MDE intends to seek a PFA funding exception from the Smart
Growth Coordinating Committee chaired by the Maryland Department of Planning (MDP).

Public Comment Period: Through March 9, 2018. Send e-mail comments to
jerry.warner@maryland.gov.

Project: Sewer collection system for 11 subdivisions in Talbot County consisting of a total of
317 existing homes/businesses and a maximum of 43 vacant lots. The sewer will ultimately be
conveyed to and treated at the Region Il ENR wastewater treatment plant.

Water Quality & Public Health Issues: The County Health Department determination is
summarized below:

There are 11 subdivisions located in environmentally sensitive areas: Aveley, Doncaster, North
Bend, The Rest, Arcadia Shores, Royal Oak Road, Blueberry Acres Road, Deep Water Point
Road, Long Haul Road, Yacht Club Road, and Rolles Range Road. More specifically, these
subdivisions are located in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area, which the General Assembly has
declared is a natural resource with significant ecological value and a valuable, fragile, and
sensitive part of the Chesapeake Bay estuarine system.

There are a total of 360 lots, 317 existing and a maximum of 43 vacant lots. The existing
properties are served by individual on-site sewage disposal systems and many, if not most of
the on-site sewage disposal systems directly penetrate groundwater. The lack of an available
soil treatment zone on these properties precludes the soils from being able to attenuate and
treat the wastewater before being discharged into the groundwater. Furthermore, many of
these subdivisions were approved years ago without the establishment of approved Sewage
Disposal Areas. Between the age of the septic systems and the fact that many property owners
have replaced their septic systems multiple times, there is simply no adequate land left on the
properties to install additional septic systems. The challenge of finding suitable area for sewage
disposal is also impacted by one or more of the following parameters:

e Poorly drained soils;

¢ High seasonal groundwater tables; and/or

¢ Inability to comply with the required regulatory setbacks from tidal water, tidal/non-tidal
wetlands, drainage ways, and individual water supply wells.

The issuance of sanitary construction permits for septic system replacements in these areas
therefore often results in the approval of non-conforming or alternative systems. (Examples
include elevated sand lined trench systems, variances granted to encroach on required drinking
water supply setbacks, variances granted to encroach on required environmental setbacks,
systems designed with less square footage of absorptive area, etc). The continued use of on-
site sewage disposal systems in the project area presents a public health concern not only with



regard to the repair and replacement of failing systems, but also with regard to ensuring
residents have access to potable drinking water and the degradation of the Chesapeake Bay
watershed.

BRF Funding Eligibility: Up to $20,000 per existing home; maximum of $6.34 million or actual
prorated sewer collection system cost, whichever is lower.

Potential New Growth: Maximum of 43 future infill homes on existing vacant lots.

Measures Taken to Mitigate New Growth: The service area has been narrowly defined with
the potential for 34 future infill homes.

Potential Nitrogen Reduction:

Approx. Total Nitrogen (TN) Discharged (Ib/yr) Total TN Reduced (Ib/yr)

No Action 5,884 0
BAT Upgrade 2,967 2,917
ENR Connection 1,097* 4,787*

*Includes nutrient loading from infill development

Attachment: Location Map



S1015WO) Y| I .

14 b g0 0

SHOM 2l|gnd Ajuno) joq|el — [3d1ed GEZ UonN|osaY
Bujuueld jo Juawyedaq puelliey - ey Buipung Auoud

SajIA awuolAug J0 Juswnedaq puelliey — 41 MM
gl L0 GLE0 0 ‘saunog eleq

Apunuwiwod 1asn SO ayl pue”'sIoINGALD depisans uado & ‘eipujfwdey odossims (Buoy BuoH) euty) 1153

sj@oied ggz uonnjose
ealy Buipung Aol

diM

AINS 3UBUPIO "IN JAISEPR) 'ND| '358803D ‘NYIUN 'SAN 'OVd ‘S9SN ‘00839 409 d 1udwasur 'dewsaiul ‘3uuo1a@ IH3H WS $adIn0g

PY YeQ |ekoy
‘SWIB 4 UO}3JpuUdd ‘S8I0YS BIpedny

Py %eQ jedoy

1S3 3y g pusg yuoN
‘Ja)seosuo(q ‘Asjeny

py @buey sajjoy
‘P IneH BuoT ‘py gniod yoep

saloy Alegan|g

Ggeg uonnjosay Ajuno) joqiel 1o} uonedlddy uondeaoxg v4d




